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Hello Golden Plains Families, 

 

By now we are all aware of the impact the closing of all Kansas public school buildings 

has had on our students, staff and families.  Last week these changes may not have 

seemed real since we were already scheduled out for Spring Break.  Now that the second 

week of school closures has passed, the reality is starting to come into focus. 

 

I want to assure everyone in our school community that these remaining weeks of school 

will not be the cause for anyone who was passing/progressing to fail or not progress.  I 

have asked all our teachers to treat this shift in education as an opportunity to present and 

encourage students to look at different avenues for instruction.  ALL students will be in a 

“no-fault” grading situation.  Meaning they can only improve on the grades they had 

before we left for Spring Break.  With that said, PLEASE encourage your student to 

attempt as much of the material being sent to them from their teachers.  Teachers are 

reaching out to families by phone and/or email to give them a schedule of instructional 

activities.  If you do not have Internet access we will work to get you paper versions of 

any work being assigned.  Once we see how the first week of school goes by we will 

assess and communicate how we will be facilitating the return and retrieval of any hard 

copy assignments. 

 

We have had a good level of sign ups for meals over the past couple of days.  The state is 

working closely with the federal government to relax rules as best they can to provide 

meals to every person ages 1-18 in our community regardless of need or previous 

qualifications.  If you have not signed up and want to schedule meals contact Traci at 

tracib@usd316.org   

 

We are here to help in anyway we can.  We want to encourage as much participation in 

continued learning as possible.  Our Continuous Learning Plan will be posted on our web 

page and Facebook.   

 

EASE your student back into the school mindset.  It is imperative that we take this slow 

and keep all students frame of mind into account.  Something we are asking all students 

to do in a day is journal their feelings.  We hope this will be an in-kind substitute for the 

one-on-one interactions we are all used to having in our usual learning environment.   

 

All seniors were on track to graduate when we left school for spring break and they will 

remain on track. At this time, it is uncertain what any possible graduation or promotion 

celebrations may look like at Golden Plains. 
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Teachers and staff will be making regular contact with your students at home.  If you do 

not hear from someone within the first week or so please reach out to me via email 

ckeller@usd316.org.  If you have a new or different working phone number or email 

address please send them to me at the above email address so we may update our contact 

information.   

 

Please remember that due to the Governors executive order school buildings are closed 

through the end of May.  There will be limited essential staff during certain times in 

either building.  Email communication or phone calls will be the best way to reach 

anyone you may need to contact.   

 

Our amazing Bulldog faculty and staff have worked tirelessly and swiftly to navigate 

these uncharted waters, and we understand there is no substitution for our traditional 

face-to-face learning environment.  Just as they will be showing your student grace in 

their adjustment to this “new normal,” I would ask you to show your students’ teachers 

and support employees the same grace as they do their best to facilitate a positive 

remainder of this 2019-2020 School Year.   

 

Thank you for your patience and understanding while we have developed the Continuous 

Learning Plan.  Plans may need “tweaking” and state and county health guidelines may 

change.  Flexibility will by required of all of us during these unusual circumstances. 

Should you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to reach out to your 

students’ teachers or to me. 

 

All My Best, 

Charles Keller 

Superintendent, USD 316 
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